
ORGANIZING A CONFERENCE IN ROME?
 DISCOVER THE 6 KEY WARNINGS EVERY 

EVENT PLANNER NEEDS TO KNOW:

We’re here to help you out:
info@italianprintingcompany.com

At Italian Printing Company (a.k.a. Printing Italy), we’ve helped hundreds of
businesses like yours organize seamless events in Rome. Based on our expertise,

we’ve compiled a list of 6 critical warnings every event planner needs to be aware of
before hosting a conference here. 

Whether it’s navigating the ZTL zones or dealing with Rome’s infamous rush-hour
traffic, we’ve got you covered with practical solutions.

We don’t just know Rome; we live and breathe its conference scene. Let us 
help you navigate the city's unique challenges so that you can focus on delivering a

fantastic event. 
Need printing services or event materials? We offer fast, reliable, and high-quality

printing that is perfectly tailored to your needs—and we'll make sure you avoid
common pitfalls like ZTL fines and delayed deliveries.

Trust Our Local Expertise
In this guide, you’ll also receive exclusive tips on how to avoid logistical nightmares

and ensure your event runs smoothly, from start to finish.



1.
 ZTL ZONES CAN BE TRICKY
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Rome’s historic charm comes with a catch—its Zona a Traffico Limitato
(ZTL), or Restricted Traffic Zones. These zones, designed to protect the
city’s ancient areas from congestion and pollution, limit vehicle access

during most hours of the day. If your conference venue is located within a
ZTL area, deliveries, guest transportation, and even your own access may

be restricted.

I can assure you that navigating these zones requires precision. Many
international businesses are unaware that violating ZTL restrictions can

lead to hefty fines for each offense, often arriving months after the event,
making it a hidden cost that no planner wants to deal with.

Solution:
When organizing your conference, check whether the venue is inside a ZTL
zone. If it is, you’ll need to apply for special permits for vehicles. Typically,

these permits are available for delivery vans or necessary transport, but the
process can be slow and bureaucratic. In our experience, we can help guide

you through the permit system or suggest alternative logistics solutions.
For example, planning for all deliveries to occur outside ZTL operating

hours or hiring local transport companies familiar with these restrictions
can make all the difference.

Additionally, inform your attendees early about parking and transportation
options outside ZTL zones. Provide clear instructions on where they can
park or which public transport lines will bring them closest to the venue

without crossing into restricted areas.
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Rome is infamous for its heavy traffic. As anyone who has spent time in the
city knows, the roads can become bottlenecked, especially during peak

hours (8:00-10:00 and 17:00-19:00). Whether your conference involves key
speakers, VIPs, or essential deliveries, timing is everything—and traffic can

seriously derail even the most well-planned schedules.

Coming from a Dutch background where traffic tends to be more
predictable and infrastructure more organized, I can personally attest to

how frustrating Roman traffic can be. However, my Italian roots give me a
deeper understanding of the rhythm of the city—timing around traffic is key,

and there are ways to work around it.

Solution:
To avoid headaches, plan your conference schedule around these rush

hours. If you need deliveries, arrange for them to arrive early in the morning
or late at night. If your attendees need transportation, consider organizing
group shuttles, which not only help reduce congestion but also give you
greater control over arrival times. Alternatively, encourage guests to use
public transportation, such as the metro, which is generally more reliable

during rush hours.

By planning with Rome’s traffic in mind, you’ll avoid the stress and potential
delays that can throw off your entire event schedule.

2.
TRAFFIC CONGESTION
DURING PEAK HOURS



3.
 LIMITED PARKING

AVAILABILITY
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Parking in Rome can be a challenge, especially for attendees driving into
the city. While many of the city’s venues have limited parking options, these
can fill up quickly, particularly during events and tourist-heavy seasons. For

businesses hosting conferences, the lack of available parking can create
frustration and delays for guests trying to arrive on time.

As a Dutch-Italian, I know how organized and abundant parking can be in
the Netherlands, but Rome operates very differently. Italian cities, especially

Rome, were not designed with modern vehicle use in mind. Parking spots
are scarce, often located far from venues, and costly.

Solution:
First, ensure that you clearly communicate the parking situation to your
attendees in advance. If parking is limited or expensive near the venue,

recommend alternative parking garages or suggest public transportation
options. Offering shuttle services from major transport hubs or specific

parking areas can alleviate parking concerns for your guests.

Another alternative is arranging for a valet service. Though this comes at an
additional cost, it offers a luxury convenience for attendees and ensures

their cars are handled professionally, relieving the stress of finding a spot
themselves.



4.
 LANGUAGE BARRIERS FOR

INTERNATIONAL GUESTS
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While Rome is a global destination, the primary language spoken here is
Italian. Many international guests may assume that English is widely
spoken, but this isn’t always the case, particularly with local vendors,

transportation providers, or support staff at conference venues. This can
lead to miscommunications that could affect everything from event

logistics to guest satisfaction.

With a Dutch-Italian background, I have a strong appreciation for linguistic
diversity, but I also understand how easily language barriers can create

complications. While English might be the lingua franca for international
business, having a good handle on Italian can make all the difference when

dealing with local suppliers or arranging services.

Solution:
Consider hiring local interpreters or bilingual staff to assist during your
event, particularly for registration desks, help desks, and transportation

coordination. Additionally, all printed materials, such as event programs,
signage, and name tags, should be bilingual (Italian and English) to ensure

clear communication.

For an extra touch of professionalism, preemptively provide translated
documents for your Italian vendors, ensuring that contracts, schedules, and

event instructions are clearly understood by all parties involved. This
proactive approach will help you avoid unnecessary delays or

misunderstandings.



5.
 UNEXPECTED WEATHER

CONDITIONS
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Rome’s Mediterranean climate can be unpredictable, particularly in the
autumn and winter months. Sudden rainstorms or intense summer heat

waves can catch event planners off guard, disrupting outdoor activities or
even indoor transportation if attendees are delayed by weather conditions.

Having lived and worked across both the Netherlands, where unpredictable
weather is the norm, and Italy, where the weather can shift drastically within
the same day, I’ve learned that weather contingencies are essential for any

successful event in Rome.

Solution:
If your event includes outdoor elements, always have a backup indoor
space ready in case of rain. Consider investing in tent rentals or large

umbrellas to cover outdoor areas. If you’re hosting a summer event, it’s
also important to account for high temperatures, providing shaded areas,

plenty of water, and perhaps even fans or air conditioning in the venue.

For transportation, advise your attendees to allow extra time for their
commute in case of unexpected delays due to weather. If possible, have a

backup plan for your keynote speakers or essential personnel, such as
booking accommodations close to the venue to avoid disruptions caused

by storms or heat.



6.
BE AWARE OF METRIC

SYSTEM DIFFERENCES 
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One often-overlooked challenge for international businesses planning conferences
in Europe, especially in Rome, is the difference in measurement systems. While

much of the world, including Italy, uses the metric system, companies from
countries like the United States or the UK (who may still use imperial

measurements in some areas) can find this to be a stumbling block. When
planning events, everything from room dimensions to signage, print materials, 
and even catering quantities can be impacted by this seemingly small detail.

Solution:
Make sure that all your measurements for room sizes, signage, and printed

materials are clearly communicated in the metric system. For example:
- Room dimensions should be provided in square meters, not square feet.

- Temperature settings for venues, particularly air conditioning or heating, will be
measured in degrees Celsius, not Fahrenheit.

- Distances for parking or shuttle arrangements will be in kilometers, not miles.
- Print materials should be measured in millimeters or centimeters rather than

inches, especially if you’re outsourcing printing services locally.

When organizing catering, ensure that portions and quantities are ordered in
kilograms and liters, rather than pounds and gallons. This will prevent confusion

and ensure your event runs smoothly.

Additionally, if your team or attendees are not familiar with the metric system,
consider providing a quick conversion guide for them. This simple gesture can

prevent misunderstandings and help ensure all your plans are on track.



CONCLUSION
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Each of these five points illustrates the unique challenges Rome presents when
organizing a conference. As someone with a deep connection to both Dutch

efficiency and Italian culture, I understand the specific issues that foreign
businesses may overlook. My services are designed to help you navigate these

complexities with ease, ensuring that your event in Rome is a smooth and
successful experience.

When it comes to printing services for conferences in Rome, we’re more than just
a provider—we’re your partner on the ground. With years of local expertise, we

know exactly how to handle the unique challenges of organizing an event in Rome.
Whether you need high-quality banners, brochures, or other materials, we ensure

they’re delivered on time, with no stress on your part.
Let us take care of the logistics while you focus on running a successful event.

Don't hesitate to contact us while having any
questions and or doubts, we're here to help you out! 

We’re also on Whatsapp +39 339 60 21 366.

Angelo Cipolla | Printing Italy 
Whatsapp +39 339 60 21 366

Via Lorenzo Bonincontri, 26 - 00147 Roma. 
Open: Mon-Fri: 8am-1pm/3pm-6pm, Sat. 9am-12pm.


